
Overview
The Supporting Inclusion through Intergenerational Partnerships (SIIP) 
project brings generations together to address social isolation of older 
adults living with dementia and their care partners across Waterloo 
Region, Ontario. The project is led by the Schlegel-UW Research 
Institute for Aging (RIA). 

SIIP provides opportunities for older adults and youth (aged 15-24) to 
interact in meaningful ways — sharing time, skills, and experiences and 
building relationships with one another along the way. SIIP will provide 
funding support to local initiatives that bring older adults and youth 
together to address social isolation.
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Community Engagement
To move the work of the SIIP project forward, a group of community members has been assembled to 
guide project activities. This committee of 19 individuals has been an important part of advising key 
project decisions, such as funding assessment criteria and funding timelines. Committee members include 
older adults living with dementia and care partners, organizations that work with older adults, youth and 
volunteer agencies, as well as secondary and post-secondary educational institutions in Waterloo Region. 

New Projects Address Social Isolation
A call for proposals for intergenerational programs that address social 
isolation was launched in August with a virtual information session. 
Four initiatives were selected to receive SIIP funding. Throughout 
the project, SIIP will identify opportunities to support the technology 
needs of the programs and community.

Meeting the Changing Needs
As with so many others, SIIP was impacted by 
the realities of COVID-19. From funding priorities 
to community engagements activities, we have 
adjusted to meet the community needs. SIIP 
uses virtual events and the SIIP website to share 
information with the community and gather 
input. The funded projects are also adapting and 
using technology to bring older adults and youth 
together virtually.

The Year-at-a-Glance
Launch Event
The project launch event, hosted on February 
14, 2020, announced the funding ($1.39M) 
available for community initiatives addressing 
social isolation by connecting generations. 
Minister of Seniors Deb Schulte (pictured on the 
right) attended the event along with over 40 
community members.
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2. Sharing our Voices: An Intergenerational art 
collaboration for persons living with dementia and 
youth. Offered by Alzheimer Society Waterloo 
Wellington in partnership with The Waterloo 
Public Library and YMCA of Three Rivers.

High school students and older adults living 
with dementia will engage in social/recreational 
activities together, collaborate to create an art 
piece, which will share their voices and lived 
experiences, and participate in a storytelling film 
sharing their voices, experiences and history. 

3. Taking Interest in People: Intergenerational 
Bridges Between Youth and Those Living with 
Dementia. Offered by Conestoga College in 
partnership with Eastwood Collegiate Institute.

This project will bring together college and high 
school students, faculty, community partners, 
and people living with dementia and care 
partners for a self-led 10-week program with 
virtual, guided group activities.

Four Projects Received Funding from SIIP:
1. Support Through the Generations: Intergenerational Partnership 
for Dementia Care Among New Canadian/Black/African Origin Older 
Adults and Youth. Offered by African Family Revival Organization in 
partnership with Family and Children’s Services of Waterloo Region. 

4. The Virtual Village: Enabling intergenerational learning and social 
connection through virtual community. Offered by Fairview Mennonite Homes 
and Parkwood Mennonite Home in partnership with Wilfrid Laurier University-
Community & Workplace Partnerships. 

Student facilitators from Wilfrid Laurier University will be hired for virtual 
placements at Fairview Mennonite and Parkwood Mennonite homes to 
provide virtual programming and social interaction for isolated residents. 

This project seeks to 
reduce social isolation 
among New Canadian/
Black/African Origin 
older adults living with 
dementia.

For more information 
about the funded 
projects, read our 
project announcement 
here

https://intergenerationalpartnerships.ca/ria-announces-1-3m-in-funding-for-community-programs-supporting-intergenerational-partnerships/


Dementia Education for Youth
The SIIP team has adapted one of the RIA’s award-winning programs, LIVING the Dementia Journey (LDJ), 
into an eLearning course for youth.  LDJ helps individuals gain an awareness and understanding of dementia 
and how to connect with and support people living with it. The course is great preparation for young adults 
exploring careers or volunteer experiences working with older adults.

Looking Forward
In the coming year, SIIP will host virtual events 
to engage the community while funded projects 
ramp up their intergenerational programming.  
Evaluation of the impact of these collective 
activities will begin.

Stay in Touch
If you would like to stay up to 
date with SIIP activities, sign 
up to receive news and event 
updates on the SIIP website.
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